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SNR Update 
[srs/19 January 2014] 
 
Plans to stock SNR ponds with a total of 49,000 parr 
experienced numerous false starts and delays with 
poor weather conditions preventing NRW tank truck 
access   to a number of ponds on the allotted days. 
Thank to sterling efforts from Cynrig staff and a 
number of WSA/RWGA volunteers the task was 
eventually completed by 24th Nov. One pond 
Caradoc 2 was found to be very badly silted and 
unusable. However Caradoc 1 was found to be in 
better condition and deeper than expected and 
more fish were stocked than first planned.   
As a result of yield numbers from hatchery plus the 
need to stock ponds by family in order to retain future DNA traceability the exact number of fish 
stocked to ponds was adjusted slightly from planned as follows. 
 

 
*Denotes the % of the stocked fish expected migrate as S1’s if they survive, based on current growth 
rate. Some of the remainder may also smolt as S1’s 
depending upon the growth rate in the ponds. 
 
All ponds have now settled down very well with fish 
seemingly acclimatised and feeding naturally. Losses during 
and post stocking were minimal with one or two recorded 
by managers at each pond, usually the result of net damage 
during transfer. One or two ponds have experienced some 
interest from the odd Heron and Goosander but they have 
been encouraged to fish somewhere else.  A parr was 
reported some distance from the pond at Rebrook Farm 
[The Duchy] with no apparent damage! 
 
Progress has continued been made with the planned pond 
in Powys at Cross Gates [now called Dolau Jenkin Farm 
pond] with final approval in the form of a Flood Defence 
certificate received from Powys CC on 30th August.   
First annual rental payment in line with lease has been 
made to landowner and a visit made along with potential 
contractor, we await his quotation. As stated in last report a budget of £8000 has been established 

Pond Planned 
Stocking 

Actual 
Stocking 

Avg Wt 
(g) 

Fork 
Length 

(cm) 

% 
Definitely 
Smolting * 

Hardwick 15,000 13,600 13.3 10.0 80 

Redbrook 15,000 14,100 12.5 9.9 70 

Bigsweir 8,000 10,800 12.9 10 80 

Nant Gwyn 4,000 4000 13.6 10.1 93 

Caradoc 1 3,500 6500 14.5 10.2 85 

Caradoc 2 3,500 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 49,000 49000    

Figure 1: Quality of autumn Parr 

Figure 2: Stock transfer at Nant Gwyn 
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and we have continued seeking donations to match this expected costs. Interim date of July 2014 
diarised for start of work. 
 
Pre application abstraction approval has 
been received from the NRW Permitting 
Office for another pond in Powys at 
Doldowlod [feeding main stem of the Nant 
Treflyn brook]. Preparation of full 
abstraction application will begin once 
agreement reached with landowner on 
detail of planned works at a site meeting 
to take place post Xmas. This is likely to be 
a significant project with both metered 
abstraction and discharge to be 
constructed and could add a further 
15,000 to our capacity.  Again, if approved, 
a protected pond and anticipated 
commissioning for use in 2014. 
 
Further ponds identified on the Camdwr in Ithon catchment near Llanbister [see map p5]. Ponds in a 
very suitable position within 50 yards of stream with good spring fed flow and potential capacity for 
8,000 fish. Water quality was not so good with oxygen levels in areas  falling below required 
standards. Owner Glyn Mills is currently working to improve the ponds during Nov & Dec. We await 
his feedback and will revisit early next year. 
 
A further pond on Lugg catchment at Lingen in Herefordshire has also been identified. This man 
made pond has a capacity for 15 to 20,000 fish and our visit indicated very good flow and water 
quality. We are seeking the advice of the EA Midlands permitting office as to a way forward. This 
pond is fenced, lined and likely to require an outlet sluice along with some minimum works on inlet 
controls. Another for 2014 maybe. 
 
Landowner of pond at Kilvert Mill in Clyro has asked that we reconsider pond for use next year. 
Follow up visit to take place mid 2014. Another potential 15,000 parr capacity. 
 
DNA sampling for stock monitoring awaits confirmation from Exeter university. Meetings to define 
roll out full scheme to anglers & gillies to rake place early next year. This might also allow the 
elimination in future seasons of the practise of fin clipping parr for identification. 
 
List of maintenance tasks for 2014 are being compiled and a list of dates for cleaning debris and 
deadwood from outlet streams of SNR ponds prior to smolt release in May to be published shortly.  
 

On Monday 16th Dec a party of 13 of the volunteers who supported recent broodstock catch up and 
parr fin clipping were invited to visit Cynrig hatchery near Brecon. Their visit itinerary included an 
Introduction and update on current hatchery activity, a presentation by John Taylor on the stocking 
success achieved on the river Taff plus details of this years electric fishing results on the river Wye  
and final details of SNR pond stockings. They were also given a demonstration of salmon stripping 
and sperm motility checking all very relevant to the current progress of the SNR project. EA Hatchery 
manager, John Taylor, commented  ‘We at Cynrig are extremely grateful to the volunteers who 
helped fin clip juvenile fish for  SNR pond stocking  and participated in broodstock collection.  
Without their help it would have been very difficult to complete the work of the hatchery this year’. 

Figure 3: Pond at Dolau Jenkin on Ithon 
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He also declared himself  ‘humbled by the turn out in such  poor weather with some of the visitors 
having travelled a long way to 
view the workings of the 
hatchery. 

Note! 

As part of their development 
Natural Resources Wales 
[NRW] are currently carrying 
out a review of all of policies 
and strategies. Of interest to 
our project is the review of 
current hatchery policy. Chris 
Uttley, Water Management 
Advisor at NRW and formerly 
of CCW has been charged with reviewing and this policy. He has visited all the Fisheries divisions of 
NRW including South East Wales at Abercynrig to take in their views.   
Members of the SNR Project team along with some senior members of the WSFOA met with him on 
21st Nov at the NRW offices in Monmouth to present our case for the continued  use of Abercynrig 
hatchery for mitigation stocking and our SNR programme. Chris has now published his report to the 
NRW Executive and a stakeholder consultation is expected early in 2014. 
 
Changes in policy  could of course have implications for our project. We will continue with our 
project supporting currently stocked ponds and researching and developing further ponds without 
committing further funds and assess the implications of until any change when made public. This will 
not have any timing implications for the progress of our project until mid 2014.  
 
Catch up and broodstock stripping has already taken place at Cynrig this season and  we  anticipate 
as being available to stock our existing ponds next year. 
 
We are not very optimistic for the future but will keep you informed of progress. 
 
 
Stuart Smith 
19 January 2014 
 

Figure 4: volunteers who took part in Cynrig hatchery visit 



Wye Salmon Association                             Page 4 
 

 
 
 


